
 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
Neighborhood House of Milwaukee’s Early Childhood Program Rated 

Highest Possible YoungStar Score 

 

Milwaukee, April 9, 2019 --- Neighborhood House of Milwaukee’s Early Childhood 

Program (ECP) was just awarded a YoungStar 5 rating by the Wisconsin Department of 

Children and Families. This is the highest possible rating of the entire YoungStar system. 

  

The YoungStar system measures child care programs’ quality through rigorous interviews, 

technical coaching and on-site visits. The results provide parents with objective ratings of 

their child’s early education options. ECP’s intentional and caring approach to education has 

been recognized as 5 Stars for the 5th consecutive year, placing it in the top 8% of early child 

care facilities in Milwaukee.  

 

This 5 Star rating “encourages trust between parents and us, as it’s the indicator of 

Neighborhood House quality” Phan Sanford, Neighborhood House’s ECP Manager, 

emphasized. Phan explains parents see the ECP’s nurturing environment every day, but this 

rating helps to convey the program’s academic excellence that happens while they are away. 

To encourage a child’s academic and social/emotional growth, each 

ECP classroom has a low student-teacher ratio. ECP teachers are also 

highly accredited, and they are attentive in documenting students’ 

development.  

 

“Neighborhood House’s ECP staff works hard every day for our 

children and families, and I am so proud of their efforts in achieving 

the YoungStar 5 rating” Executive Director Jeff Martinka noted. “Our 

Early Childcare Program is remarkable for many reasons. It especially 

impacts our community by providing parents a safe, affordable place 

they know they can trust. Quality programming not only helps our 

little ones grow, but strengthens families by allowing parents to go to 

work without worrying about their children” he adds.  

 
ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE: Neighborhood House of Milwaukee was founded in 1945 to help 
strengthen children and families in some of the city’s most under-served neighborhoods. It’s impactful 
programs serve infants & toddlers, school-age and teen youth, adults and families, refugees and 
immigrants. More at www.nh-milw.org. 
 
ABOUT YOUNGSTAR: YoungStar is Wisconsin's child care quality rating and improvement system, giving 
parents the tools and information they need to raise happy, healthy kids. The program helps preschools, 
home-based programs, learning centers, and other child care providers give children safe, nurturing 
places to grow. More at dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar. 

# # # # # 

MEDIA CONTACT  
Widge Liccione  
Development Director  
(414) 933-6161 Ext. 127 
widge@nh-milw.org                                                                

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
April 9, 2019 

 

file://///COM17/skuzma/000%20NH%20Outreach/PRESS%20RELEASES/www.nh-milw.org

